A Midsummers'§

Written by: William Shakespeare
Directed by: Jade Knowles
All Original Music Composed by a Team Guided by: Kyler Joseph

CONTENT WARNINGS

Themes of war, drugging, racism, misogyny, staged violence, and staged intimacy

Brief Summary
On the eve of a war-ending marriage, a quartet of lovers escape into the forest. There, they
encounter a glowing world that resembles their own far more than they realize. Elsewhere in the
forest, a troupe of actors rehearse a tragedy by moonlight.



Please Read This Entire Packet Carefully
Important Information

* All communication will happen through email*

Audition Information: We will be casting via self tape which you can submit on
our audition form due July 26th. If you have some sort of problem with submitting a self
tape please email us so we can make accommodations. If needed callbacks will be held
the following week we will get in contact with you if we need to see more to schedule
that. Not all roles will get a callback, some we are casting straight from tapes. A cast list
will be out August 2nd at the latest. Feel free to do a monologue from any
Shakespeare show including Midsummers which is encouraged.

Show Dates: November 6th at 7pm and November 8th at 3pm and 7pm
(Two Show Day)

Tech Rehearsals at the Theater in Ventura: November 4th and 5th starting at
4pm all call

Rehearsals: Rehearsals will be Monday through Thursday ranging from 5pm-10pm.
Not everybody will be called for every rehearsal so please make sure to note all
conflicts as this is how we will be making the schedule. Rehearsals will be both in
Woodland Hills and Ventura depending on conflicts and where actors are located.

Character Descriptions

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Character Descriptions All genders, ethnicities, body types,
and ages are encouraged to audition. We are also interested in casting swings and
understudies.

ATHENS

Theseus - Duke of Athens. The triumphant King of Athens recently returned from conquering
the Amazons, a race of warrior women, and is about to marry Hippolyta, their Queen. Theseus
is an extremely powerful ruler and conqueror

Hippolyta - Recently captured Amazonian Queen. Hippolyta arranges her marriage to Theseus
as part of a peace treaty ending a war between Athens and the Amazons.

Lysander - Young man of Athens in love with Hermia. He recklessly persuades Hermia to elope
with him into the forest.



Demetrius - Young man of Athens in love with Helena, then Hermia, then Helena. Between his
own fickle character and Puck’s mischief, Demetrius is tossed back and forth between the
women.

Hermia - Egeus’s strong-willed daughter and childhood friend to Helena. Both Demetrius and
Lysander are in love with her. She is in love with Lysander. Shows a ferocious side when she
thinks Lysander has deserted her.

Helena - A good friend of Hermia’s in love with Demetrius despite his humiliating rejection of her
advances. Love has no pride.

Egeus - A classic blocking parent, Egeus tries to control his/her headstrong daughter’s love life.
Never goes well.

Philostrate - Theseus’s Master of the Revels who organizes the wedding entertainment.

* The Mechanicals — Working men/women of Athens who produce an entertainment for
the royal wedding - a Classical tale of Pyramus and Thisbe. They are:

Nick Bottom - An overconfident weaver chosen to play Pyramus. During rehearsals, Puck and
Oberon use magic to give him a donkey’s head and make Queen Titania fall in love with him. He
takes it in stride.

Peter Quince - A carpenter and the writer/director of “Pyramus and Thisbe.”

Francis Flute - The bellows-mender cast as Thisbe.

Robin Starveling - The tailor cast as Moonshine.

Snug - The joiner (carpenter) cast as Lion.

Tom Snout - The tinker (handyman) cast as the Wall, dividing Pyramus from Thisbe.

THE FOREST nature spirits

Pre Cast: Puck — (AKA Robin Goodfellow) A spirit from the English folk tradition. He delights
in playing pranks on mortals; he is Oberon’s out-of-control servant. He has a connection not
only to the fairy and human worlds of the play, but also to the world of the audience.

Oberon - The King of the Fairies who rules with Titania. During the play they are fighting over

custody of a child Titania adopts in India. Oberon loves his queen but, like Theseus, has a lot to
learn about sharing power.



Titania - Queen of the Fairies who rules with Oberon. Poetically articulates the damage being
done to the natural world because of her power struggle with Oberon.

Peaseblossom, Moth, Cobweb, and Mustardseed - Fairies in Titania’s court who interact
invisibly with the humans. Comic skills needed. (There will be dancing required and POSSIBLY
some singing) These roles will take on a much bigger part for our show than traditionally.

Midsummer Gala:

On October 15th we will be having a fundraising gala to promote Twin Flame
and the show. We would like to do a snippet from the show so if you are free this date
please black it out on your calendar as we would like as many cast members there as
possible. This gala will be formal attire and will also be your pre opening night event so
we will be doing press and media this day. Anyone cast in Midsummers is admitted for

free and this event will include dinner.

If you have a question that wasn’t answered in this packet or on the form please feel
free to reach out to us via email twinflamecreativecollective@gmail.com



